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UNCLAS JERUSALEM 457 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PGOV, PBOR, PINS, IS, JO 

SUBJECT: WEST BANK ELECTION DEVELOPMENTS 

REF: JERUSALEM 447 

1 . SUMMARY. CANDIDATES FOR WEST BANK MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS NUMBER 577 INCLUDING MANY WELL-EDUCATED 
AND PROFESSIONALS. FOUR ARE WOMEN. MOST INCUMBENTS 
WILL RUN, BUT HBRON AND NABLUS MAYORS WILL NOT. 

LAST MINUTE REGISTRATION IN BIR ZEIT YIELDS 12 
CANDIDATES. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE DELAY IN CLOSING NOMINATIONS FOR THE APRIL 12 
EST BANK MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS HAS RESULTED IN SOME 50 
ADDITIONAL CANDIDATES INCLUDING 12 FROM BIR ZEIT WHERE 
PREVIOUSLY NONE HAD REGISTERED. HEAVYWEIGHTS HAJ MA'ZUZ 
AL MASRI, "RESIGNED" MAYOR OF NABLUS, AND SHEIKH MOHAMAD 
JA'ABARI, MAYOR OF HEBRON, RESISTED LAST-MINUTE 

APPEALS AND DID NOT FILE TO RUN. THE 12 FROM BIR ZEIT 
INCLUDE THE "RESIGNED" MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR. 
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3. ALTHOUGH COUNCIL MEMBERS ARE ALL ELECTED AS 
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INDIVIDUALS, MANY "SLATES" RAN ADS IN ARABIC PRESS APRIL 2. 

IN NABLUS, THE "NATIONALIST" TICKET IS HEADED BY 
BISSAM AHMED SHEKA, BROTHER OF THE "RESIGNED" DEPUTY 
MAYOR, AND INCLUDES ZAFER AL MASRI, COUSIN OF THE "RESIGNED" 
MAYOR. "NATIONALIST" SLATE IN RAMALLAH IS HEADED BY 
"RESIGNED" MAYOR KARIM KHALAF. AT FIRST GLANCE, BOTH 
OF THESE SLATES SEEM TO BE A BALANCE OF LEFTISTS, PRO- 
PLO ELEMENTS AND PRO-JORDANIAN ELEMENTS DESIGNED TO HAVE 
WIDE APPEAL. IN HEBRON, "NATIONALIST" TICKET IS HEADED 
BY FAHD QWASIMEH, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF THE SCIENTIFIC 
AND AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST BANK. 

IT INCLUDES TWO MEMBERS OF THE NATSHI CLAM, RELATIVES 
OF RECENTLY DEPORTED DR. AHMED HAMZI. 

4. FOLLOWING STATISTICSIVROM APRIL 2 JERUSALEM PRESS 
ARE APPARENTLY BASED ON A MILGOV HAND-OUT. 

A. WITH NOMINATIONS CLOSED, 577 CANDIDATES ARE CONTESTING 
205 POSITIONS IN 24 .MUNICIPALITIES OF THE EST BANK. 

IN LAST MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, IN 1972, 328 PERSONS RAN. 

B. AFTER CHANGE BY ISRAELIS IN JORDANIAN ELECTION LAW, WOMEN 
ARE RUNNING FOR FIRST TIME. TWO ARE CANDIDATES IN NABLUS, 

ONE IN TUBAS AND ONE IN SALFIT. 

CM AS GROUP, CANDIDATES ARE RELATIVELY YOUNG: 66 BETWEEN 
25 AND 30 YEARS, 341 BETWEEN 31 AND 50 YEARS AND 170 
ARE 51 YEARS AND OLDER. 

D. THERE ARE 18 INCUMBENT OR "RESIGNED" MAYORS RUNNING 
AND 115 PRESENT OR "RESIGNED" COUNCIL MEMBERS. INCUMBENTS 
NOT RUNNING ARE FROM HEBRON, NABLUS, YATTA, BEIT SAHUR, 
AL-BIRA AND ARRABA. 

E. EDUCATION STATISTICS ARE NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR, BUT 
CANDIDATES APHCRENTLY INCLUDE 158 COLLEGE GRADUATES, 76 
SECONDARY SCHOOL GRADUATES AND 211 WITH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
EDUCATION. NO DOUBT IT IS THE BEST-EDUCATED GROUP EVER TO RUN. 
THERE ARE 241 MERCHANTS, 16 DOCTORS, 13 PHARMACISTS, 16 
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ENGINEERS, 25 LAWYERS AND 36 TEACHERS. 

F. REGISTERED VOTERS NUMBER 88,464 OF WHOM 32,548 ARE WOMEN. 
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